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Biggleswade  Rural  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1923, 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AND  i 

2 


I 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


ItMIINIIIfINtIHatmiHHttlllllllllllllllllllllllllllHinitflIMfl 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Biggleswade  Rural  District  Council. 

»4»  # 

Mr.  (iliairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 

Health  and  Sanitary  .circumstances  ot  your  District  for  the 
year  1923. 

The  report  has  been  drawn  up  as  far  as  possible  in 

accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  541, 
dated  Dec.  15th,  1923. 

1 should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  H.  Ghaundler, 
Clerk  to  the  Council,  and  his  Staff,  for  the  valuable  help  they 
have  given  me,  and  also  to  your  Sanitary  Inspictor,  whose 
loyal  co-operatioii  lias  been  of  tlie  greatest  assistance. 

1 have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

H.  VV.  GRAiTAiV. 


April,  1924. 
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1. — General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  •••  •••  53,627 

Population  (1923)  ifor  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  24,060 

Population  (1923)  for  Death  Rate  ...  ...  23,227 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)...  ...  5,244 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  5,309 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  •••  •••  £141,269 

Asses.sable.  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £115,574 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  special...  £331 

general...  £481 


2 — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of 

the  /ear. 


POPULATION. 

The  estimated  mid-yearly  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General,  who  has  reverted  again  to  a separate  one  for  calculations  for 
(a)  Birth-rate  and  (b)  Death-rate.  The  latter  is  for  civilians  only, 
and  the  former  includes  the  total  population  of  the  district,  civilian 
and  fighting  services,  e.g.,  presumably  Henlow  Aerodrome. 


BIRTHS. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total.  M.  F. 

410  214  196 

18  6 12 


I Birth  Rate  17.78 


The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year  1923,  was  19.7. 


DEATHS. 


Total.  M,  P. 

Civilians  only  (all  causes)  260  129  131  Death  Rate  11.19 

The  death-rate  from  all  causes  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  for  1923  was  11.6. 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  ) From  Sepsis  ...  1 
consequence  of  childbirth  ...  ) ,,  Other  causes  0 

. .deaths  (legitimate  children  25,  illegitimate  2)  occurred  in 

infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  death-rate  per  1,000  births  vas 
as  follows  : — 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


lll'l"^  I Total  ,,.  63.08 


f corresponding  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 

tor  1923  was  69. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

•’  >•  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  2 

’•  «>  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  3 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  ...  ... 

Influenza  ...  ...  .y. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  aj'stem 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
("f^J^liffnant  disease) 
Diabetes  ...  ... 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  etc.  !!! 
Heart  Disease 
I'ti'rio-Rclerosis  ... 


Males. 

Females 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

o 

10 

!!!  17 

4 

4 

21 

17 

0 

1 

9 

12 

13 

16 

3 


Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)... 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 
Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, Premature  Birth 
Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 
Other  defined  diseases  ... 

Causes  ill-defined  or  vinknown  ... 


Males. 

G 

8 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 


7 

4 

4 

27 

1 


Females 

11 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

0 

1 

29 

0 


129  131 


3.— Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during 

the  /ear. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases  Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small-Pox  

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

14 

13 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

9 

1 

Pneumonia  

5 

0 

13 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  

1 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

2 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

2 

0 

1 

Erysipelas  

1 

0 

0 

Malaria...  

1 

0 

0 

Chicken-Pox  

13 

0 

0 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TCVI’ATj  CASES  NOTIFn^P  UNDER 

AGE-GROUPS 


Disease. 

Un- 

der 

1 yr 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

3 

to 

4 

4 

to 

5 

5 

to 

iO 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever  

Pnuemonia 

Enteric  Fever  

Erysipelas 

Chicken  Pox  

Tuberculosis  

) M 

(a)  Pulmonary 

(b)  Non-  )M 

Pulmonary  )F 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

4 

3 

4 

1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

5 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  notification  of  pneumonia  is 
unsatisfactory,  if  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  is  compared 
with  the  number  of  notifications  received. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Noti-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Fulmomxry 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 ' 

1 

— 

— 

2 

15 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

20 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

2 

4 

2 

— 

6 

7 

1 

— 

35 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

4S 

55 

65  up. 

4 

ft 

9 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

29 

16 

9 

11 

10 

17 

3 

4 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  was  112,  of 
which  47  had  been  previously  notified. 

29.4%  of  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  non- 
notified  cases. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORIUM. 


X 


Cases. 

Vision 

un- 

impaired. 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death.-3 

Notified. 

Treated 

at  home 

in  Hospital. 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

The  death,  which  wajs  due  to  premature  birth,  occurred  when 
the  infant  was  only  seven  days  old. 


4. --Infectious  Disease. 


outstanding-  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  comparative 
freedom  from  outbrealcs  of  infectious  disease. 

~ cases  of  Diphtheria — occurred  at  Arlesey,  5 ^t 

bouthlll,  2 at  Upper  Caldecote,  and  one  each  at  Beeston  and  Shefford. 

A, cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — 8 occurred  at  Stotfold,  2 at 
Aiiesey,  and  one  each  at  Langford,  Upper  Caldecote  and  Sandy. 


CLO.SUHE  OF  SCHOOLS. 


schools  closed  for  epidemic  sickness  in  the 

M^dVcal  Herdman,  the  County  School 

Medical  Officer,  and  are  set  out  in  the  (following  table 


SCHOOL. 

FROM 

TO 

DISEASE. 

Blunham 

16-2-23 

23-3-23 

Meitsles. 

Moggerhanger 

^ 0 “ 1 “ Z .■> 

I'A'crf  on 

1 1 

Whooping  Cough. 
Mumjis. 

\Vr('st  ing\vo”tli 

20-2-23 

25-,')-23 

9-3-23 

5 


5.— Summary  (for  Reference)  of  Nursing 
Arrangements,  Hospitals  and  other  Insti- 
tutions available  for  the  District. 

PROFESSION  Ali  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

None  provided  by  this  Authority,  but  the  County  Council  em- 
ploy a Health  Visitor  for  certain  work. 

Some  of  the  parishes  employ  a parish  or  district  nurse,  whose 
.services  are  of  the  greatest  value. 

MIDWIVJ^IS. 

Registration  and  supervision  exercised  by  the  County  Council. 


ClilMCS  AND  TRELVTMENT  CENTRES. 

None  in  the  district.  The  nearest  available  are  : 

For  Maternity,  Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  : in  Biggleswade. 

For  Venereal  Disease  : in  Bedford. 


HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUTNCIL. 

Hospital.  Situation.  Authority.  Accommodation 

(1)  Tuberculosis  Mogerhanger  Park  County  Council  — 

(2)  Maternity  ...  none. 

(3)  Children  none. 

(4)  Fever  Biggleswade  Jointly  with 

Biggleswade  U.D.  ...  22  Beds. 

(5)  Smallpox  ...Biggleswade  Jointly  with 

Biggleswade  U.D.  ...  12  Beds. 

(6)  Mental  Stotfold  County  Council  — 

(7)  Infirmary  ..  Biggleswade  Guardians  — 

INSTITI'TIONAL  PROVISION  I'OR  UN^IARRIED  :M0THER.S. 
IliLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND  HOMEIjESS  CHILDREN 

None  except  that  provided  by  the  Guardians  at  the  Infirmary, 
Biggleswade. 


AMBULANCE  FACILUTIES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases.  ">  Motor  Ambulance 

^ stationed  at  the 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  ) Isolation  Hospital 


6— Laboratory  Work. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  medical  men  practising  in  the 
district  can  obtain  free  Bacteriological  Examinations  in  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Tuberculosis  and  Meningitis.  These 
examinations  are  carried  out  by  (the  Lister  Institute,  as  the  Council 
does  not  possess  the  necessary  fitted  laboratory. 

During  the  year  27  such  examinations  were  made. 
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PROVISION  OF  ANTITOXIN. 

Medical  men  practising  in  the  district  can  obtain  a free  supply 
of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin.  It  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Potton 
Road,  Biggleswade,  'and  doctors  can  obtain  it  according  to  their 
requirements.  The  earlier  this  remedy  is  used  in  a case  of  Diph- 
theria, the  greater  the  chance  of  recovery.  Wherever  there  is  the 
least  suspicion  of  Diphtheria  jt  is  wise  to  inject  Antitoxin, 
and  to  submit  a swab  for  examination.  If  the  latter  should  prove  to 
be  negative,  no  harm  is  done,  and  should  it  on  the  other  hand  be 
positive,  much  valuable  time  has  been  saved. 

Tetanus  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  County  Council.  Shire  Hall. 
Bedford.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  supply  of 
Botulinus  Antitoxic  Serum,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application  from 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Guildhall,  Cambridge. 


l‘UBLIC  Hl^ALTH  ACTS  ADDICTED. 

I.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention),  Act,  1890,  adopted 
Januai’y.  1891. 

II.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Part  HI, 
adopted  September,  1896. 


BYE-LAAVS  OR  REGUEATIONS  ARE  IN  FORCE  IN  RESPECT  OF  : 

Slaughter-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses,  Removal  of  House 
Refuse,  Cleansing  of  Priviess  etc..  Prevention  of  Nuisances,  Keeping 
of  Animals,  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Structure  and  Drainage), 
Cleansing  of  Footways,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops. 


7.— Sanitary  Administration. 


SANDY  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  most  noteworthy  occurrence  affecting  the  public  health 
during  the  year  wals  the  opening  of  the  Sandy  Sewerage  scheme. 

The  new  Sewerage  scheme,  commenced  in  the  early  part  of 
1922,  was  completed  by  the  contractor  during  the  year,  the  total 
cost  of  the  undertaking  being  about  £27,000. 

A complete  system  of  water  tight  sewers  has  been  installed  for 
the  greater  portion  of  Sandy,  excluding  Water  Lane  and  Beeston. 

As  far  as  possible  rain  water  is  excluded  from  the  sewers  and 
dealt  with  wherever  possible  by  the  existing  surface  water  drains. 

The  sewers  are  constructed  of  Stanton  Hume  ” concrete  pipes 
\arying  in  diameter  from  15  inches  to  6 inches,  and  gravitate  to  the 
outfall  at  the  disposal  works. 

Eight  automatic  flushing  chambers  have  been  installed  at 
different  points  varying  in  capacity  according  to  the  size  of  the  sewer 
from  1,050  to  360  gallons. 


SEAVAGE  DISPOSAL  AVORKS. 

The  disposal  worlos  arc  situate  on  a site  at  the  North  end  of 
the  parish  where  the  sewage  is  treated  by  the  Bacterial  Method. 

Screening  chambers  and  sedimentation  tanks  are  provided  in 
duplicate.  Three  setting  tanks  are  provided,  together  holding  ap- 
proximately 16  hours  dry  weather  flow. 

Fetter  "'oirEngine^^'^^^^  punips  are  installed,  each  worked  by  a 8 h.p. 

thp  is  lifted  from  the  sump  below  the  engine  house  to 

on  to  th^SpdSwing"^  discharged  by  means  of  syphons 

thb'ri  have  been  constructed  and  provision  made  for  a 

Lane  a?e^^  extension  be  made  to  itake  in  the  Beoston  and  AVater 

Humus' effluent  is  passed  on  to  either  of  the  two 

vliicirultimn^^^  effluent  is  discharged  into  a land  drain 

wnicn  ulumatcly  enters  the  river  Ivel. 
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ARLESEY  DRAINAGE  AND  SERT5RAGE. 

The  question  of  adopting  a modern  drainage  system  for  Arlesey 
was  considered  early  in  the  year  by  the  Council.  A survey  of  the 
Parish  was  carried  out  by  a well-known  firm  of  Engineers.  Plana 
and  Specifications  were  drawn  up  to  provide  a complete  new  system 
of  sewers  and  the  construction  of  Disposal  Works  situated  west  of 
Gothic  Farm  and  adjacent  to  the  railway. 

The  proposals  included  the  provision  of  two  (pumping  stations 
— one  at  the  Disposal  Works  and  the  other  at  Church  End. 

A poll  of  the  parish  was  taken,  (which  showed  a majority  in 
favour  of  carrying  out  the  scheme.  It  is  regretted  that  owing 
to  financial  reasons  the  matter  was  not  proceeded  with. 


WATPR  SUPPLY. 


5,060  houses  are  supplied  with  water  through  2,255  services  of 
the  Biggleswade  Rural  District  Council.  During  the  year  the  services 
have  increased  by  21,  and  Ithe  number  of  houses  supplied  by  32. 

The  average  supply  per  head  per  day  (taking  4.5  persons  per 
property  and  including  all  water  used  for  trade  and  public  purposes) 
is  about  18.49  gallons,  and  for  domestic  purposes  only  14.12  gallons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  parishes  supplied  by  the 
Biggleswade  W*ater  Board  ; 


*No.  of 
Houses 
Census,  1921. 

No.  of  Houses 
Supplied  un  to 
Dec.  31.  1923. 

Increase 

during 

1923. 

Arlesey 

516 

552 

7 

Astwick 

11 

13 

— 

Blunham 

153 

111 

— 

Campton 

100 

126 

— 

Chicksands 

12 

3 

— 

Clifton 

344 

326 

— 

Cockayne  Hatley  ... 

23 

— 

— 

Dunton 

109 

Ill 

— 

Edworth 

20 

22 

— 

Everton 

55 

— 

— 

Eyeworth 

30 

21 

— 

Henlow 

235 

234 

3 

Langford 

318 

353 

1 

Meppershall 

158 

21 

— 

Mogerhanger 

94 

117 

— 

Northill 

307 

.^56 

4 

Potton 

511 

509 

7 

Sandy 

848 

845 

10 

Shefford  

199 

224 

— 

Shefford  Hardwicke 

31 

38 

— 

Southill 

271 

269 

— 

Stondon 

14 

— 

— 

Stotfold  

502 

458 

1 

Sutton 

54 

51 

— 

Tempsford  ... 

113 

139 

— 

Warden 

95 

51 

— 

Wrestlingworth 

121 

112 

3 

*Since  the  Census  was  taken  in  1921  a large  number  of  houses 
have  been  erected  by  the  Council  under  the  Assisted  Housing  Scheme, 
particulars  of  which  will  be  found  on  Page  8. 

A further  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department 
during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  page  11. 

8.— Public  Health  Staff. 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time  only). 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  whole  district,  who  is  also  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector,  and  undertakes  the  supervisaon  of  ,new  build- 
ings under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws.  , . i 

One  Assistant  available  for  outdoor  and  clerical  worK. 
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9— Housing, 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  'houses  built  by 
the  Council  under  the  Assisted  Housing  Scheme. 


No.  of 

Weekly 

Parish 

Situation  of  Site 

Area  Acres 

Houses 

1 *Type 

Rent 

Arlesey 

Church  End  

4.52 

26 

3 

6/6 

7/6 

6/6 

Three  Counties  

5.25 

20 

1 

Blunham 

Great  Barford  Road  ... 

2.08 

10 

3 

Campton 

3.70 

26 

2 

6/6 

Clifton 

Broad  Street  

3.50 

20 

2 

7/- 

7/6 

6/6 

Church  End  

1.80 

12 

1 

Dunton 

1.50 

8 

2 

Everton 

1.00 

6 

3 

5/6 

Henlow 

Cross  Roads  

2.60 

14 

2 

7/- 

Church  End  

2.00 

12 

1 

7/6 

Langford 

6.96 

42 

18-1 

7/6 

24-2 

7/- 

Meppershall 

Village  

2.90 

12 

3 

5/6 

Mogerhanger 

Smarts  Lane  

2.50 

14 

2 

7/- 

2.70 

14 

2 

6/6 

Northill 

Carpenters  Field  

2.00 

10 

2 

6/6 

Ickwell  

1.10 

6 

2 

6/6 

Upper  Caldecote  

4.42 

24 

2 

7/- 

Hatch  

1.17 

6 

3 

6/- 

8/6 

7/6 

6/6 

7/6 

Potton  

Horselow  Street  

4.20 

26 

1 

Burv  Hill  

4.62 

30 

1 

Sandy 

Beeston  

4.19 

20 

3 

Cambridge  Road  

2.08 

16 

1 

St.  Neots  Road  

4.21 

26 

1 

7/6 

7/6 

Shefford  Hardwicke 

6.05 

30 

1 

Southill 

Village  

3 60 

16 

10 

1 

7/- 

6/6 

7/6 

7/6 

Stanford 

2.00 

2 

Stotfold  

Broom  ..  . 

6.37 

10.84 

30 

61 

1 

9-1 

Sutton 

Tempsford  " 

Cross  Roads  

1.45 

2.15 

12 

12 

52-2 

o 

7/- 

7/- 

61- 

North  Rd..  Church  End 
Station  Road  

2 

2 

2 

Wrestlingworth 

2.98 

2.00 

1 m 

18 

8 

8 

6/- 

6/. 

61- 

Eyeworth  Road  

Hatley  End  

i.yi 

Total  .. 

110.27 

611 

^ 9 ® houses  with  both  Bath  and  W.C.  inside. 

houses  with  either  Rath  or  W.C.  inside. 

..  S refers  to  houses  without  Bath  or  W.C.  inside. 

by  priS"  enterpiS'^  ^ dwelling  houses  have  been  erected 

y ars  thm-e^Yf^^ltfii  houses  have  been  built  during  the  last  three 

classes  and  there  are  of  suitable  houses  for  the  working 

habitation  in  the  dicftHr>t  bouses  which  are  unfit  for  human 

essarv  action  in  res?e^t^,.r”f^i  impossible  to  take  the  nec- 

available.  them  as  there  is  no  other  accommodation 

fit  for  Imbuluinli  v vacant,  which  in  my  opinion  is  un- 
being re-occupied  action  is  taken  to  prevent  the  premises 

courses  df'feetiv^ defects  noted  in  houses  are  absence  of  damp 
defective  floors 
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The  following  table  gives  a further  summary  of  Housing  work 
during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  5 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  0 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  633 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  ...  89 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  31 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  156 


2.  Remedy  of  Defeets  without  Sel■^^oc  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  

3.  Action  mulei'  Statutoi'y  Power.s. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919  

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  I 

were  rendered  fit  r 

(a)  by  owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declara-  / 
tions  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  ; — 

(a)  by  owners  

OD  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owmers  


115 


Nil. 


19 

23 


C. — Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a view’  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  12 

(2)  Number  of  dw’elling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  Avere  made  ...  13 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  w’hich  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  dwelling  - houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  ^ 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  10 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Order  1 

Houses  Demolished  by  Owner  after  C.O.  by  Council.  No.  D.O.  made  8 
Houses  converted  into  Stores  ^ 
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a The  large  increase  of  population  in  this  parish  is  attributed  to  tlie  erection  and  occupation  of  the  R.A.K  Barraclcs 

since  the  Census  of  1911. 

L>  The  large  increase  of  population  in  this  parish  is  attributed  mainly  to  residential  development. 
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Biggleswade  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year,  1923. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Biggleswade  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report,  giving  a summary 
of  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1923. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  3456. 
This  is  a large  increase  over  the  previous  year,  being  due  to  the  number 
of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  drainage  work  in  progress  at 
Sandy.  In  connection  with  308  premises  visited,  sanitary  defects  to  the 
number  of  526  were  discovered  and  the  necessary  action  was  taken  to 
have  these  remedied.  For  this  purpose  153  intimation  and  11 
statutory  notices  were  issued. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  made,  and  also 
a list  of  the  various  repairs  executed  or  improvemenijs  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Summary  of  Inspections. 

Routine  and  Special  Inspections  

Visits  in  connection  with  Sandy  Drainage  

Re-visits  after  order  or  notice  

Visits  to  Works  in  progresss  after  notice  

Visits  to  New  Buildings  in  progress  

Housing  Inspections  

Inspection  of  Workshops,  including  Bakehouses... 

„ Slaughterhouses  

„ Foodshops  

„ Cowsheds  

,,  Petroleum  Stores  

Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  

Samples  of  water  taken  

NOTICES  SERVED.  , . , „„„  ^ 

Intimation  Notices  served  153,  dealing  with  277  houses. 
Statutory  Notices  served  11,  dealing  with  19  houses. 

Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  after 
Intimation  to  Owner  or  Occupier, 

DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Roofs  repaired  

Roof  guttering  repaired  or  renewed 

Floors  repaired  

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  

Stairs  repaired  

Doors  repaired  


22 

40 

48 

44 

10 

18 


644 

1703 

375 

69 
126 

89 

50 

108 

70 
106 

36 

33 

46 

1 
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Windows  repaired  or  made  to  open  41 

Improved  iightiiif?  by  the  provision  of  larger  windows  44 

Larders  provided  4 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  11 

Rooms  cleansed  or  re-decorated  4 6 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed  10 

New  sinks  provided  6 

Water  supply  laid  on  13 

Overcrowding  abated  7 

Nuisances  from  dampness  abated  14 


UKAINS. 

Unstopped  and  cleansed  26 

Drains  trapped  or  repaired  13 

New  drains  laid  317 

New  cesspools  provided  4 

Cesspools  repaired  7 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


Privies  or  earth  closete  converted  to  W.C.’s  223 

Insanitary  privies  abolished  and  pails  substituted  37 

New  sanitary  pails  provided  in  place  of  defective  ones  2S 

Additional  pail  closets  provided  4 

Existing  closet  apartments  repaired  8 

Insanitary  ashpits  abolished  4 

New  galvanised  iron  ashbins  provided  38 

Flushing  cisterns  provided  to  W.C.’s  18 

New  W.C.’s  erected  42 


^IISCELLANEOUS. 


Cowsheds  cleansed  and  lime  washed  28 

Cowsheds  improved  15 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  improved  ...  4 

Balvehouses  limewashed  4 

Slaughterhouses  limewashed  3 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  28 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animalte  abated  9 

Washouses  or  barns  repaired  16 

Other  defects  remedied  19 


HOUSING. 

Eighty-nine  inspections  were  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  and 
the  details  of  these  inspections  entered  on  cards  for  future 
reference. 

Whenever  a house  is  inspected  (which  appears  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
called  to  the  same,  and  during  the  year  12  of  these  were  represented 
.^ouncil  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  closing  orders 


made  ‘^^^^ages  upoii  Which  closing  orders  were 

drawn  epaired  by  the  owners  and  the  closing  orders  were  with- 


been  nS'lS  SSUTb;'E^„teS" 
were  nnide  table  shows  the  pai-ishes  where  the  inspectio 
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Mousing  Inspections. 


Arlesey 

12 

Langford  

9 

Tempsford 

Campton 

2 

Northill 

1 

Shefford 

Dunton  

1 

Potton 

1 7 

Henlow  

1 

Sandy  

la 

6 

16 


INew  ftuildings. 


Plans  deposited  and  approv^ed 
New  dwelline:  houses  erected 
Additions  to  existing:  dwelling 
houses  


36  Offices,  workshops  or  shops  6 


5 New  cowsheds  erected  1 

Other  buildings  erected  7 

11 


Ten  dwelling  houses  and  three  other  buildings  were  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Food. 

There  are  thirty  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  14  of  which 
are  registered  and  16  licensed  annually.  One  change  of  occupation 
has  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  whole  of  the  slaughterhouses  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
condition,  and  the  Council’s  bye-laws  wuth  respect  to  lime-washJng, 
cleansing,  etc.,  are  generally  well  observed.  In  only  three  instances 
has  it  been  necessary  to  call  attention  to  contraventions. 

These  premises  are  scattered  over  a wide  area  and  are  visited 
whenever  possible. 

During  the  year  the  only  unsound  food  met  with  and  destroyed 
was  as  follows  : 1 carcase  of  pork,  2 ox  tongues,  i'40  lbs.  of  beef  and 
mutton. 

The  licence  has  been  renewed  for  the  slaughterhouse  and 
knackers’  yard  at  Blunham. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  9 4 persons  registered  ais 
dairymen  in  the  district.  87  of  these  being  cowkeepers  who  have 
their  cowsheds  in  the  district  and  the  remaining  7 being  purveyors  of 
milk  only,  who  obtain  their  supplies  from  local  cowkeepers. 

5 persons  were  registered  during  the  year  and  5 discontinued 
business. 

The  general  condition  of  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds  at  the 
time  of  inspection  was  fairly  satisfactory,  in  28  instances  it  was  nec- 
essary to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  the  need  of  limewashing, 
in  15  other  instances  to  contravention  of  the  dairies  and  cowshed 
regulations. 


The  parishes  in 


Astwick  1 

Arlesey  11 

Blunham  3 

Clifton  8 

Campton  2 

Cockayne  Hatley...  2 

Dunton  3 

Everton  1 


which  the  premises  are  situated  are  as  follows. 


Henlow’  5 

Langford  

Meppershall  3 

Mogerhanger  ...  3 

Northill  S 

Potton  3 

Sandy  ^ 

Shefford  2 


Stotfo’d  7 

Southi'.l  6 

Sutton  2 

Tempsford  f> 

Warden  2 


Wrestlingworth  ... 
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f^actories  and  Workshops. 


Action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  with  respect  to  insuffi- 
cient sanitary  accommodation  in  connection  with  two  factories,  and 
in  another  case  where  a supply  of  water  was  not  available  for  drinking 
purposes. 

In  each  instance  the  matters  complained  of  have  been  remedied. 


The  following  is  a list  of  factories  and  workshops  on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Bakers  30 

Bootmakers  and  Repairers  ...  24 

Carpenters  and  Plumbers  ...  21 

Blacksmiths  21 

Motor  and  Cycle  Engineers  18 
Dressmakers  and  Milliners...  11 

Wheelwrights  10 

Tailors  7 

Saddlers  4 

Brickmakers  3 

Printers  3 

Mineral  Water  Works  3 


Flour  Millers  3 

Stonemasions  2 

Malt  making  2 

Glove  making  1 

Fellmonger  and  Parchment 

making  1 

Brewer  1 

Laundry  1 

Cabinet  Maker  1 

Tinsmith  1 

Cement  Works  1 

Engineering  1 


SANDY  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  the  sewerage  scheme  commenced  in  the  early 
part  of  1922  was  completed  and  is  now  in  full  working  order. 

The  first  connections  were  made  to  private  dwelling-houses  in 
July  last  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  less  than  312  dwelling-houses 
and  other  premises  were  connected  and  a considerable  number  of 
others  were  in  hand. 

The  old  type  of  sanitary  conveniences  are  rapidly  being  con- 
verted into  W.cTs  and  great  improvement  is  being  made  in  the  portion 
of  the  parish  within  the  drainage  area,  by  the  abolition  of  the  in- 
sanitary cesspools,  which  owing  to  the  waterlogged  nature  of  the 
ground  it  was  often  impossible  to  properly  empty  and  nuisances  were 
caused. 


This  re-drainage  work  has  taken  up  a considerable  amount  of 
time  in  supervision,  no  less  than  1,703  visits  having  been  made  to  work 
in  progress.  Every  new  drain  has  been  inspected  before  covering  in 
and  haa  satisfactorily  stood  the  water  test. 


In  the  majority  of  cases  it  has  meant  the  laying  of  entire  new' 
drains,  the  old  drains  being  quite  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
necting to  the  new  sewers,  and  in  a number  of  instances  it  has  been 
necessary  to  construct  entirely  new  closet  apartments  owing  to  the 
existing  ones  being  insufficient  or  dilapidated. 

Generally  speaking,  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
builders  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

It  is  hoped  that  during  the  next  few  months  the  majority  of  the 
houses  in  the  drainage  area  will  be  Iconnected  to  the  new  sew'ers 
which  will  mean  a considerable  reduction  in  the  scavenging  work  of 
the  parish. 


new'  W.C.’s  fixed  have  been  of  the  pedestal  wash-dow'n 
pattern  fitted  with  two  gallon  I'syphon  flushing  Oisterns  with  water 
laid  on.  ^ 


The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 


Houses  and  premises  re-drained  312 

Earth  closets  or  privies  eonverted  to  W.C.’s  ..!!!!  218 

New  W.C.  apartments  constructed  31 

Yards  of  stoneware  pipe  laid  4 S32 

Pedestal  W.C.’s  with  flushing  cisterns  (fixed)  ...  218 

New  gully  traps  fixed  229 

Jnspection  chambers  constructed  28 fi 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  fixed 114 
intercepting  traps  and  fresh  air  inlets  fixed  41 
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PI  BLIC  «(' WTEXGIXG  WORK. 

The  removals  of  ihou/sehold  refuse  and  the  emptying  of  earth 
closets,  privies,  dumbwells,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  contractors  appointed 
by  the  respective  Parochial  Committees  (at  Arlesey,  Henlow,  Langford, 
.Shefford  and  Potton. 

At  Sandy  the  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  'the  Scavenging  work  carried 
cut  during  the  year. 


Parish. 

Total  No.  of 
visits  made. 

Ashpits 

emptied. 

Ashboxes 

emptied. 

Privies 

emptied. 

1 Cesspools 

' emptied. 

Pail  Closets 

emptied. 

No.  of  Loads 

removed. 

Averaj 

> 

1 ^ 

' Per  Load  o 

removed.  S 

ct* 

Arlesey 

49910 

1 

17836 

37 

128 

27456 

1415 

Id. 

3/2 

Henlow 

31436 

3 

11215 

16 

27 

20160 

461 

Id. 

5/7 

Langford  ... 

33062 

... 

12693 

38 

20 

20130 

430 

lid 

9/5-1 

Shefford  .. 

23508 

•2 

6863 

8 

10 

17737 

472 

Id. 

4/lOi 

Ra.idy 

73791 

7 

31378 

200 

243 

41052 

2806 

2fd. 

5/111 

Potton 

42036 

111 

24336 

182 

625 

12064 

1820 

IJd. 

3/5 

PF.TKOLF.UM  ACTS,  1871  TO  1881. 

Licences  renewed  for  the  keepina:  of  Petroleum  Snirit  ...  2R 

New  Licences  granted  3 

Licences  renewed  for  the  keeping  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  13 

New  Licences  granted  2 

Quantity  of  Petroleum  Spirit  which  may  be  kept 


in  licensed  stores  5,820  galls. 

Quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  which  may  be  kept 

in  licensed  stores  2,240  lbs. 


li:gaIj  procf.f.dixgs. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  under  Sections  91  to  94  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  against  the  owner  of  Lime  Cottages,  London 
Road,  Sandy,  for  failing  to  comply  with  Statutory  Notices  to  abate 
nuisances. 

An  Order  was  made  by  the  Magistrates  for  the  work  to  be 
carried  out  within  two  months,  defendants  to  pay  costs. 


COXCLUSIOX. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
given  to  me  by  your  Council  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I am.  Toadies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  M.  ROBINSON,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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